LACOB Minutes
Thursday, February 17, 2011
9:00 am BA 524

Present:   Baker, Lori; Brodersen, Lyn; Butler, Corey; Gehle, Vaughn; Nelson, Linda; Thomas, Will

Absent:    Brandt, Maria; Sanchez-Aizcorbe, Alejandro

Approval of Minutes
· Corey Butler moved to approve the minutes from the February 3.   Will Thomas seconded.  Motion carried.  
Name Change
· The committee discussed whether we should change our name to reflect the shift from LAC to LEP.  We will continue the discussion next week.
Proposals
· MATH 151 (Calculus II) was proposed for Goal 4 (Mathematical/Logical Reasoning).  Lori Baker moved to approve the proposal.  Vaughn Gehle seconded.  Motion carried.  The Committee asked for clarification of prerequisites and options to prerequisite courses to be attached to the description in the LEP portion of the catalog.
Communication/critical thinking courses in the major
· Pat Carmody has a code for these courses now.  LACOB would like to encourage Departments to submit a syllabus for such a course (for HLC documentation) along with a letter explaining how the course addresses and develops communication skills.  There is no credit requirement attached to this course.  Special attention should be paid to the particular LEP Goals when preparing the letter.  We will add a document, with suggestions about what may be covered, to the LACOB website.
Assessment rotation and plans
· Lyn Brodersen asked that the Committee come up with a plan of rotation for assessing the LEP Outcomes.  Next year, we are scheduled to assess LEP Outcomes 2 and 4.  Lori Baker, Lyn Brodersen, Linda Nelson, and Maria Brandt will work on the draft assessment plan draft with members from CIA.  The Committee discussed a design for assessment rotation.  The LEP Student Learning Outcomes to be assessed, two per year over a five-year period, will be as follows: 
2011-2012: 	2.  Communicate effectively		
		4.  Be critical thinkers who evaluate information wisely and examine how assumptions 			and positions are shaped 
2012-2013: 	1.  Understand the techniques and habits of thought in a variety of liberal arts 				disciplines, having attained an adequate foundation of knowledge in those disciplines
		8.  Practice responsible citizenship in their local and global communities 
2013-2014: 	5.  Understand both physical and social aspects of the world and their place in it	
		7.  Analyze moral judgments and engage in moral discourse 
2014-2015:  	3.  Be creative thinkers able to identify, formulate, and solve problems using 				interdisciplinary perspectives 
		6.  Embrace the similarities among peoples and appreciate the diversity that enriches 			the human experience
2015-2016: 	9.  Continue life-long learning 
		10. Integrate mind, body, and spirit, the essential elements of a flourishing life

· LACOB will work with instructors from a variety of disciplines to develop assessment tools for each one of the Outcomes beginning this spring.
Adjuncts who would like to teach FYS
· Linda Nelson asked about the possibility of teaching a section of FYS.  Which department would review her credentials to do so?  The Committee agreed that, given that FYS is a course that falls under LACOB’s purview, we would serve as the body to review FYS proposals from adjuncts or MSUSAAF members.  We are working on materials for FYS instructors to use as resources as well.
FYS: General
· There have been some issues with instructors who want to teach FYS not contacting Corey Butler directly.  We will continue to work with Deb Mitlyng to make sure that there is clear communication about who is teaching.  Corey Butler will organize a meeting of FYS instructors to talk about how the course is going this term.
LEP Document
· Linda Nelson asked if there will be a paper listing of courses for advising purposes.  She has started to prepare a current list; we agreed that this would be useful as an advising document.  People who are advising, however, should check the list against the website to make sure that the information is current.  Lyn Brodersen will talk with Pat Carmody about additional advising tools for students who came in under the LAC during Fall 2010.
CIP Code Info
· Lyn Brodersen will provide information about CIP codes at the February 24 LACOB meeting. 

Other
· We also will discuss expectations for the Contemporary Issues Seminar on February 24.  Each member will bring their copies of the AAC&U VALUE Rubrics to the February 24 meeting.
· Vaughn Gehle talked about ensuring smooth communication between LACOB and the Curriculum Committee.  He gave examples of proposals that have moved from LACOB to Curriculum.  Curriculum also has asked that the LACOB minutes be posted promptly.
· Lyn Brodersen moved to adjourn.  Corey Butler seconded.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10:25 am.

Respectfully submitted by Lyn Brodersen




 

